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Agriculture Conservation Program

The Agricultural ConservationProgramithroughithelDistrictiprovides; engagedin
agricultural activities\withitheitechnicallassistance) tolimplement/Best;
Management Practices (BMPs)itoconserve'soil, senvices
free of charge. Planners and willassistiinithelpreparationjof:soill waterquality
plansion farms and appropriate Stafificanlalsolassistiwithprograms
and applications withithelandownerlifieligibleiforzStatelorEeder:all :

274 BMPs

11CoverCrop § installed by Featured: 75 plans 78 Federal
Participants 84 farmers Roofed Waste Storage Facility at the coverin g Contracts for
coverin g ] University of Maryland Terp Farm
covering 5,327 acres § $2,144,573
1,965 acres 4,176 acres 5

2025 Highlights

2025 was another busy year assisting landowners with soil and water conservation technical assistance. The
conservation equipment program saw an increase in usage especially for stream fencing projects to restrict animal
access into local tributaries. The Conservation Partnership with Maryland Department of Agriculture saw continued
support for the State’s cover crop program that protected over 1900 acres of farmland as well as the Maryland
Agricultural Cost Share Program that helped fund major engineering best management practices (BMPs), such as
the large, roofed animal waste storage facility shown in the photo above. BMPs Reduce soil erosion and improve
water quality by reducing sediment and nutrients from entering surface and subsurface water bodies. The USDA-
Natural Resource Conservation Service partners set a record by processing 78 federal conservation contracts for
$2.15M of which 67 federal contracts worth $1.7M were obligated and paid out to County farmers.

PRINCE GEORGE’S

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT




Ag-Land Preservation

Agricultureiisa significant partof Prince George’s COunt‘yf‘both asaniindustrylandasialcontributoritoithelCountyss!
character. Itisia goallofithe Prince/George’sSoil Conser:;_vtaion Districtitolpreserveiagiiculturallandifiromidevelopment®
These propertieswill producellocalicommodities; prote scenicivistasiand.enhancelenvironmentallysensitivelaseasinorder:
toachieve this goal, the Districtadministers severallprogramsithatipresesvelland throughiperpetualleasementsiwhile!
allowing landownerstoretainitheir privatepropestyights: byjtheDistrictinclude)
the Historic Agricultural Resource Preservation Program
(MALPF)and the RurallLegacyProgram|RLP): As Administrator forPrincelGeorgeisiCounty'ithelDistricthaspreserved83
properties.on7,513/acresiutilizing $52Mloflland preservation/funds

HARPP

easements in 83 Farms
Process: Preserved
éfarms,  [EEUNEE Since 2008,
Totaling Totaling
341acres 1,513 Acres

2025 Highlights

Six properties are pending the sale of a land preservation easement. Once settled, 341 acres more will be
permanently preserved. Recent legislation has reduced state-sponsored land preservation programs;
fortunately, in Prince George’s County, the local Historic Agricultural Resource Preservation Program

(HARPP), sponsored by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), is
committed to continuing its funding. As land values have increased, land preservation values per acre have
increased to near highs since program inception. Please contact our office if you have a qualifying property!
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Urban Agricultural Conservatlon Program
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ThroughiitsUrban AgriculturalConservation( UA'%ogndm, thelD Slurban fdrmegs gld partners engagedinurban, "
agriculturalactivities withitheitools)services,andpotential f_inuneml needed to implement Best Management/Practices

(BMPs) to conservesoil, water, andother: naturalizesources!District climatezsmartisolutionsitolimproveithe healthiand \
productivity of urbansoilsiforgrowing fooc#nd mitigatingjstosmwaterunofift \Urbansoils arelimportantitoprotectbecauseitheylare
foundin watersheds which provide drinking water ood wastelutilizationand resourcesitolcommunities. The Programiis
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85

farmer workshops & Conservation Technical — Fe atdre d: collaborators engaged with USDANRCS
community events conducted Assistance (CTA) New Urban Ag Cooperator proudy UAC & food system initiatives U e ERGE

SoilC 3;' & Wat site visits on displaying their District farm sign 2:090 $ 5761447
el B o 81 individuals reached through USDA NRCS funds
Quality Plans develope urban farms outreach events for urban farms

2025 Highlights

, George's County + Worked with 40 urban farmers to install 19 Best Management

trict’s annual Seedling Practices
« 13 urban and/or small farms participated in the MDA’s Small
Acreage Cover Crop Program

Seorge’s County Food
cil of Governments - Received National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD)
ools Environment, Ag & 2024 Technical Assistance Grant

Farm Incubator, the
ative, the Interagency
isory Committee

 Presented at the 2025 Braveboy Climate Leadership Summit
- Served as advisors for conservation-related grants received
by ECO City Farms and the University of MD Extension
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Urban Development Conservation Program

The Prince George s'SoilConserva Consenvationiteammembers reviewErosionand
Sediment Control (ESC)applications; aconfo ncelwithifederal,state,
and local standards, specifications,regulations; ommercial,forest
harvest, streamchannelmitigations andrepairs; fill'sites /municipalprojects.
Additionally, the District providesprogramsupportandconsultationitoithe) inspections)/.enforcement
authorities inthe County. Staffiroutinely/engage - /! —tofacilitateithe
progressionof projects fromconceptitopermitwithifeweriterationslanditolpiieserveitimelines:

Reviews: o MDE Delegated 180 Hours +
4‘3580 acres 56.6% Featured: Inspections of one-on-one
T Authorities Supported: : .
approved for Urban [ within 5 business days National Capital Business Park v 'es4 HpRorte client consultations
98% =

(Mid-Development) and

collaborations

Development
projects

(Prince George’s County,
Laurel, Greenbelt,
Bowie)

within 10 business days

2025 Highlights

ce, programmatic efficiencies, and reducing application timelines were the main

ents proposed within the urban sphere. Proactive and constructive feedback from the
aryland Building Industry Association (MBIA), consultants, builders, and developers—over
ent sessions provided for a targeted approach and prioritization of efforts. Several

ve been issued for the purpose of improving the consistency and predictability of

ing submission iterations. An increased emphasis on earlier interventions, where needed,
resulted in better communication, and alignment of expectations and deliverables. 2026
r—a resilient continuation of these efforts.
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Educatlon and Outreach

: - ‘ "’.' )
Coloring Contest: Col inden Tnghts. Giveawayar
Day Plant Giveaways; Art jiTreelPlanting:la d ¢

AMAZING
*FANTASY -

Teams?'om 10

schools -$48’500

competed in the 2025 Envirothon scholarship . Featured: - Out'reach gvents Pt ptu—
Envirothon money awarded to Laurel High School participants f§ coordinated in 2025, Dinner

Competition with 31 with their Envirothon coach EEeIg 600+

training provided to - thousands
high school students right N i
over < ( 9 ) of County residents Copies of Annual

120 since 2013 Report distributed

students

Guests attended

2025 Envirothon

The Envirothon is a natural resources competition for high school students. Five-member teams study provided
reference material and participate in hands-on training in soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry, and a fifth
environmental issue that changes from year to year. The winning team earns the right to compete at the next
level, be it the state or national event. The Envirothon provides a fun and exciting way for high school students to
learn about natural resources, make informed decisions about the environment, and earn scholarship money for
college. The event is a problem-solving competition that challenges students to work collaboratively to answer
questions and conduct hands-on projects focusing on natural resource issues. The goal is to increase students’
environmental knowledge and understanding, while also motivating young people to care for the environment by
practicing stewardship in their homes, schools, and communities. We are proud to announce that Laurel High
School won first-place honors at the 2025 Prince George’s County Envirothon for the fourthyearina
row and went on to compete at the state level!
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The 49" Annual Cooperator of the Year Dinner

On Friday, April 25, 2025, Prince George’s Soil Conservation
District celebrated their 49th annual cooperator dinner,
honoring Dwayne Catterton of Bonnie Breeze Farm at
Baden Fire Hall in Brandywine, MD.

The Supervisors and staff of Prince George’s Soil
Conservation District are extremely proud of Dwayne
Catterton and his installation of numerous best management
practices (BMPs) on the farm. Some of these BMPs include but
are not limited to 11,250 linear feet (LF) of Streamside Fence,
2,020 LF of Non-Streamside Fence, 3 Livestock Watering
Facilities, 2,875 LF of Livestock Pipeline, 3 Heavy Use Area
pads, and a deep well to provide livestock watering. Dwayne
has also implemented agronomic BMPs such as Residue and
Tillage Management, Pasture and Hay Planting, Nutrient
Management and Critical Area Planting.

Congratulations again to Dwayne on a job well done and for
being named Prince George’s Soil Conservation District’s
2024 Cooperator of the Year!

Featured:
The Catterton Family presenting their award at the 49"
annual Cooperator of the Year Dinner

2025 Outreach Highlights

Though various partnerships, District staff remain occupied at all times of the year. In 2025, we worked alongside:

American Red Cross to host quarterly blood drives

Ujamaa Cooperative Farming Alliance, University of Maryland Extension Master Gardeners, the

Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission, and various vendors to facilitate our annual

Seedling Giveaway Tour

The Prince George’s County Police Department to help transports gifts and donations for Toys for Tots
Local entities, such as the Upper Marlboro Community Center, hosting a wide range of events

2026 is shaping to be just as eventful, so were excited to see what experiences await the District in the future!

Multiple Authors (%]
Prince George’s Soil Conservation District -

pgscd@co.pg.md.us | www.pgscd.org

5301 Marlboro Race Track Road,
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
301-574-5162 ext. 3




DISTRICT STAFF

Steven E. Darcey, CPESC, District Manager

John Tarr, PE., MBA, District Engineer

Joe Bonanno, P.E., Urban Engineer

Gail Myers, P.E., Conservation Engineer/Program
Manager

Julie Miller, Urban Engineer

Kebede Shihamit, EIT, Urban Engineer

Eugene Whitehead, Urban Engineer

Fiona Thampi, CPESC, Urban Engineer

Wade Hampton, District Planner

Jeanine Nutter, Ag Land Preservation Administrator

Kim Rush Lynch, UAC Planner / Program Manager
Jason Sierra, Urban Ag Conservation Planner
Kimberly Summers, Administrative Assistant

Terry Hampton, Office Manager

Rita Jones, Administrative Aide

Kayla Rawlings, Administrative Aide

Cedrick Coles, Administrative Aide, Editor

HEADQUARTERS

5301 Marlboro Race Track Rd, Suite 100
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

(301) 574-5162, ext. 3

LARGO OFFICE

9400 Peppercorn Place, Suite 219
Largo, MD 20774

(301) 883-3265
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Diana Lagunes, Soil Conservation Planner
Heather Zdobysz, Soil Conservation Planner

O NRCS

Unlted States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

USDA

Colleen Kiefer, District Conservationist

Brian Brookhart, NRCS Southern MD Regional
Engineer

Jake Kiessling, NRCS Conservation Engineering
Technician

Mike Montillo, Area Civil Engineering Technician
Nya Segears, NRCS Soil Conservationist

John Knowles-Kellett, RC&D Program Support
Specialist

Isaiah Nance, NRCS Technician

Lauren Hawkins, NRCS Agricultural Engineer
Chase Kolstrom, RC&D Forester

Miya Felder, NRCS Soil Conservationist

Ben Stewart, RC&D Grazing Specialist

USDA s a@e. |
= Servics Agency

Patrick Goode, County Executive Director

Brian Wathen, Program Analyst

@pgscd
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