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“15 farmer workshops & community 
events conducted & 12 Soil ConservaƟon & 

Water Quality Plans developed” 
“HARPP Preserved 5 Farms,     

totaling 161 Acres” 

“210 BMPs installed by 91 farmers,       
covering 4,177 acres” 

“51 Outreach events                 
coordinated in 2024, reaching 

thousands of County Residents” 

“Drones Saving the Bay in 
Prince George’s County” 

Front Cover Photo: PGSCD Cover Crop Workshop 

Credit: Colleen Kiefer 

“4,622 acres Approved for Urban 
Development Projects” 

What to Expect... 
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Featured Photo:  

Inoculated Mushroom Logs at an 
Urban Farm in Capitol Heights 

Credit: Kim Rush Lynch 
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Featured Photo:  

Grade StabilizaƟon Structure 
(ConstrucƟon Check) 

Credit: Gail Myers 



Farmers in Prince George’s County have been parƟcipaƟng in the Maryland Cover Crop Program for many 

years, but this year brought a new technology to help make the cover crop more successful.   

Geƫng a cover crop planted early is important especially during drought years because there are oŌen higher 

levels of nutrients remaining in the soil that the summer crop couldn’t use. Aerial seeding is a quick and       

efficient way to get cover crop planted and, in some counƟes, there are companies providing this service. A 

small plane will fly over the field and spread the seed into whatever summer commodity crop is there. In 

Prince George’s County, the challenge is smaller fields with a variety of topography. This makes it impossible 

for a plane to accomplish this type of seeding.  

One farmer, the 2019 Soil Conserva on 

Farmer of the Year, Randy DeVaughn 

(featured right), was able to hire a 

drone (featured leŌ) to aerial seed 

some of his cover crop into his standing 

corn. He was curious about how it 

would turn out and took a gamble of 

giving it a try. It ulƟmately turned out 

very well! 

The drone doesn’t hold as much seed as a typical seeder but doesn’t seem to create any problems. There is 

also the challenge of the “no fly zone” near Washington DC, but through careful Unmanned-Aerial-Vehicle 

(UAV) path planning, these areas are easily avoided. The drone is relaƟvely quiet and can  seamlessly access 

fields that may have limiƟng obstacles. 

When the summer commodity crop was harvested, the cover crop was already up and growing. This cover 

crop will work hard all winter providing a protecƟve cover against erosion and nutrient runoff and leaching. It 

will also help build up the soil organic maƩer that will be helpful to the crops in the following years. Hopefully, 

in the foreseeable future, more farmers will be able to adopt this new way of planƟng cover crops!�

Spotlight: 
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(Photos Taken By: Randy & Jennifer Devughn) 



 

Featured Photo:  

NaƟonal Capital Business Park 

Credit: John Tarr 
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Featured Photo:  

2024 Envirothon Winners— 

Laurel High School 



The Prince George’s Soil ConservaƟon District and the Upper        

Marlboro Community Center have always had a close relaƟonship 

with each other and the local community, having collaborated to host 

a variety of outreach events. On October 31st, 2024, they came     

together to host an indoors Trick-or Treat event geared toward 

geƫng Preschoolers into the Autumn season. Between staff and    

children alike, the turnout was spectacular, and the District will      

conƟnue to coact with the community at large for years to come! 

Featured Photo: PGSCD and Upper Marlboro Community        

Center Staff In-Costume for the Trick-or-Treaters 
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For the tenth year, PGSCD was proud to parƟcipate in the 

local Toys for Tots Drive! Organized naƟonwide by the    

United States Marine Corps Reserve, Toys for Tots has been 

bringing joy to children and their families since 1947. The 

naƟonwide campaign encourages donaƟons of new,          

unwrapped toys to be distributed to those in need.          

Businesses and organizaƟons parƟcipate on a local level and 

encouraged their community to engage with the program. 

We were proud to donate three boxes of toys for the Toys 

for Tots Drive!  

Featured Photo: PGSCD District Manager, Steven Darcey (middle) 

and Pickup Crew aŌer loading the boxes onto the truck 

Every year, the Prince George’s Soil ConservaƟon District 

thoughƞully chooses a Cooperator of the Year, hosƟng an annual 

dinner to honor their work and promote the District and Prince 

George’s County. These dinners are a significant opportunity for 

the farming community and those associated with the District to 

come together and celebrate each other. 

On Friday, April 19th, 2024—with a turnout of 173 aƩendees, 

we’d honored R. Garret & Sons Farm! These dinners will          

conƟnue to be a staple of the District’s community engagements! 

Featured Photo: The Garret Family with 

their Cooperator of the Year Plaque 
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 DISTRICT	STAFF	
Steven	E.	Darcey,	CPESC,	District	Manager	

John	Tarr,	P.E.,	MBA,	District	Engineer	

Joe	Bonanno,	P.E.,	Urban	Engineer	

Gail	Myers,	P.E.,	Conservation	Engineer/Program	
Manager	

Julie	Miller,	Urban	Engineer	

Kebede	Shihamit,	EIT,	Urban	Engineer	

Eugene	Whitehead,	Urban	Engineer	

Fiona	Thampi,	CPESC,	Urban	Engineer	

Wade	Hampton,	District	Planner	

Jeanine	Nutter,	Ag	Land	Preservation	Administrator	

Kim	Rush	Lynch,	Urban	Ag	Conservation	Planner	/	
Program	Manager	

Jason	Sierra,	Urban	Ag	Conservation	Planner	

Kimberly	Summers,	Administrative	Assistant	

Terry	Hampton,	Ofϐice	Manager	

Rita	Jones,	Administrative	Aide	

Kayla	Rawlings,	Administrative	Aide	

Cedrick	Coles,	Administrative	Aide,	Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana	Lagunes,	Soil	Conservation	Planner	

Heather	Zdobysz,	Soil	Conservation	Planner	

Vern	Crocker,	MDA	Technician	

HEADQUARTERS 

5301 Marlboro Race Track Rd, Suite 100 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

(301) 574-5162, ext. 3 

 

LARGO OFFICE 

9400 Peppercorn Place, Suite 219 

Largo, MD 20774 

(301) 883-3265 

@pgscd

Patrick	Goode,	County	Executive	Director	

Brian	Wathen,	Program	Analyst	

Colleen	Kiefer,	District	Conservationist	

Brian	Brookhart,	NRCS	Southern	MD	Regional	Engineer	

Jake	Kiessling,	NRCS	Conservation	Engineering	Technician	

Mike	Montillo,	Area	Civil	Engineering	Technician	

Nya	Segears,	NRCS	Soil	Conservationist	

John	Knowles‐Kellett,	RC&D	Program	Support	Specialist	

Shana	Burke,	RC&D	Technician	

Isaiah	Nance,	NRCS	Technician	

Lauren	Hawkins,	NRCS	Agricultural	Engineer	

Chase	Kolstrom,	RC&D	Forester	

Miya	Felder,	NRCS	Soil	Conservationist	

Ben	Stewart,	RC&D	Grazing	Specialist	
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