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Drip irrigation with lettuce at ECO City

Farms in Hyattsville, MD.
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Marjoram @ (Front Cover)

Marjoram is a perennial of the mint family and is
grown for culinary use. Frequently used in
Mediterranean dishes, this herb is known for its
aromatic compounds and medicinal purposes,
such as aiding digestion.

«—
Drip Irrigation ‘

Drip irrigation is a delivery system that directs
water to the plant’s roots. It minimizes water
waste, improves plant growth, and prevents
excessive moisture to fight fungal diseases.
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PGSCD Receives Second Urban Agriculture Conservation (UAC) Grant
by Joseph Haamid, Soil Conservation Grant Planner

On April 20, 2021, the Prince George's Soil Conservation District (PGSCD) was awarded a National
Association of Conservation District's (NACD) Urban Agriculture Conservation (UAC) Grant. This grant
allows PGSCD to boost its capacity in providing technical assistance to address community needs in urban

areas. The grant was awarded to PGSCD through a partnership with NACD and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

Following the grant, one of the District’s goals is supporting new urban
farmers with infrastructure, such as ECO City Farm's incubator farm at
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
and Watkins Regional Park (currently under construction). Primary
partners and stakeholders in this project include M-NCPPC, ECO City
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Farms, the Prince George's County Food Equity Council, and PGSCD. ‘-ﬂ
New stakeholders are also signed on to support the project through the Notio el eaciation of PRlN:E e PP
USDA-NRCS's Urban Ag Innovation & Production Grant awarded to Conservation Districts  soiL conservaTION DIsTRICT
ECO City Farms.

The Capital Market—a local farmers' market—is also partnering with new |

producers to assist with aggregating and distributing products at its T

farmers’ market located in a Healthy Food Priority Area. The District is also exploring research and demonstration
project opportunities with NRCS, University of Maryland Extension, and the Patuxent Wildlife Center—a research
center and urban site where the District can showcase its technical assistance through implementing conservation

practices.
Some of the outcomes projected from these projects and the NACD grant are:

Y Accelerate existing and emerging models of urban agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers and improve
access to local food.

Y Promote the growth of urban agriculture producers to reduce food insecurity.

Y Assist in the development of additional incubator farms in the county and throughout the region.

Y Keep soil health and water quality at the center of our role in urban agriculture.

With my 40-year career at NRCS, it has been an honor to be a part of PGSCD during this movement toward urban
and small-scale sustainable agriculture to reduce food insecurity and food inequity nationwide.

The Prince George's Soil Conservation District is committed to gaining greater awareness to understand issues
important to diverse communities, and is focused on supporting actions that advance diversity, equality, and
inclusion in soil and water conservation.

In all our efforts, we continue to ensure productive land use in concert with healthy soils and the environment. By
doing so, we can spread our conservation message into communities and expand grassroot partnerships which,
some years ago, only a few conservation districts in the country could have ever dreamed of.
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Eleanor Roosevelt High School Students Win Local Envirothon Competition
by Donnell Richardson, Administrative Aide |

QgsTPY g W’lo Eleanor Roosevelt High School won first-place honors at the 2021 Prince
© <"<(;\ George's County Envirothon competition! PGSCD and William S. Schmidt
Outdoor Education Center hosted the competition in partnership with the Parks
Division of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and
Natural Resources Conservation Service—both of whom served as our Resource
%o? Specialists for competition preparations. (For 2021, Prince George's County was
the only county to host a competition.)

ROTH 0 N Participating schools included Eleanor Roosevelt, Fairmont Heights, Laurel, Oxon

Hill, and Potomac high schools, with Laurel High School coming in second place.
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Left: Prince George's County
students Ayda Girma, Abigail
Lopez Freire, Joshua Johnson,
Sophia Riazi-Sekowski, Abagail
Coleman, and their coach Gabrielle
Sanchez.
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The Envirothon provides a fun and exciting way for high school students to learn about natural resources, make informed

decisions about the environment, and earn scholarships funded by PGSCD. It combines classroom lessons with active
field experience in the following disciplines:
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Wildlife Forestry Soils Aquatics
Naturalists teach students Foresters teach students how to Students work with soil scientists Fragile underwater ecosystems are

about animal populations and  identify tree species and determine a to learn soil profiling, mapping explored with marine and freshwater

dynamics in Maryland about tree's height and age. Students also techniques, and how land-use biologists. Students also learn about
the importance of preserving learn techniques to assure healthy changes impact soils and
wildlife habitat. and productive forestry resources. peoples' lives.

water quality, stream health, and
wetlands.

The focus of the fifth discipline, Current Environmental Issues, changes each year but covers topics includingclimate
change, alternative energy, composting, and recycling. The Envirothon empowers students to educate others, take
action in their local communities, and work toward careers in the environment, natural resources, and conservation!
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In 2021, the Urban Agricultural Conservation (UAC)
program focused on its monthly Open Mic Nights
and the development of the Prince George’s County
Urban Farm Incubator at Watkins Regional Park with
our partners. We were also fortunate to receive
$50,000 through the National Association of
Conservation District's Urban Agriculture
Conservation Grant to support conservation
practices and initiatives at this 11-acre site.

Overall, the UAC program conducted 63 site visits with
urban farmers and other urban agriculture stakehold-
ers. We provided technical assistance to 46 aspiring,
new, and seasoned urban farmers and 48 stakeholders.

With our technical assistance, many of our urban farmers are implementing soil conservation practices on their farms

such as composting, mulching, cover cropping, nutrient management, and pollinator habitat. Farms range from 1/8th

of an acre to almost 5 acres and provide diverse offerings including produce, herbs, cut-flowers, honey, and other

value-added products and services. Several farms are now interested in adding eggs to their operations, and thanks
to the Food Equity Council, stakeholders, and other urban farm advocates, this may soon become a reality when the

new Zoning Ordinance goes into effect on April 1, 2022!
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