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NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE
BY STEVE DARCEY

During the 2019 legislative session,
Senate Bill 546 was passed. This bill

included some changes to the Nutrient Management

(NM) regulations for Maryland farmers.
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

First and foremost, the fine for not submitting
NUTRIENT .
MANAGEMENT , o Annual Implementation Report (AIR) by March 1st
UPDATE & FIVE has increased to as much as $1,000.00.
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NEW Secondly, if your farm operation imports or
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exports any type of manure, litter or other organic Photo Credit: University of Maryland Extension
COOPERATORS ) products, the law now requires names and locations to be
OF THE YEAR reported for the sending and the receiving farms. The new law also includes mandatory fines for
anyone who “willfully” applies Phosphorus (P) to fields already high in Phosphorus. The AIR is an
POLLINATOR 5 . .
PACKETS important document to all farmers around the State. The Maryland Department of Agriculture
(MDA\) relies on accurate information on the AIRs for such things as conservation tillage, cover
REATC S 6 | crop and crop residue use. These numbers are vital because they reflect the good soil steward-
ship practices that Maryland farmers are putting on their farms in an effort to clean up the
A NEW LOOK i . . e
FOR THE 7 | Chesapeake Bay. It is also important to note, if you want to participate in Maryland cost share
DISTRICT
programs, you must have a current NM plan on file with MDA,
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Acc NC\)EN;I PLISH- 8 The Phosphorus Management Tool (PMT) is here to stay. After careful deliberation, the
Phosphorus Management Tool Advisory Committee recommended to move forward with the PMT
u E‘:‘E'XTAEG 9-10 | implementation. What does this mean for your farm2 Depending on where your P levels in your
field fall (low, medium or high), will determine what year your NM p|an will have to adhere to
CR EFéJI?—NS"‘FISIEAM .12 | the PMT. By 2022, all Maryland farms will be using the PMT as part of their NM plan. Contact
RESTORATION your NM consultant for more details and information.
e Xt OGTL . 13 For Prince George’s County, contact Chris Dowell, University of Maryland Extension
PROGRAM Nutrient Management Specialist at 301-868-8783 or send an email to csdowell@umd.edu, or
SYEP 14 | contact your MDA Nutrient Management Specialist, Weylin Anderson, at 301-475-8402 ext.
6410 or send an email to Weylin.anderson@maryland.gov and visit the MDA website at:
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mda.maryland.gov
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NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE CONTINUED...
BY STEVE DARCEY
Do you know the Four ‘R’s of proper fertilization?

1. Right Source (match the nutrient source with the crop)
2. Right Rate (match amount of fertilizer for the crop needs)
3. Right Time (make nutrients available when plants need it)
4. Right Place (keep nutrients where crops can use them)

For more information on the Four ‘R’s, visit www.pgscd.org and follow the links

4R Principles of Nutrient Stewardship

RIGHT SOURCE RIGHT RATE RIGHT TIME RIGHT PLACE
Matches fertilizer type Matches amount of Makes nutrients available Keeps nutrients where

to crop needs. fertilizer to crop needs. when crops need them. crops can use them.

Photo Credit: Holmes Soil & Water Conservation District
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NEW ADDITIONS
BY KATIE BLILEY

Kimberly Summers is our new Administra-
tive Assistant and comes to PGSCD from
the Prince George’s County Department
of Permitting, Inspections and Enforce-
ment where she facilitated the start-up of
the new agency’s Human Resources
Office. Kimberly has worked in the Prince
George’s County Government for over 31
years and has served as a Human
Resources, Budget, Payroll, and Legisla-
tive Liaison. Kimberly lives in St. Mary’s
County and enjoys the peaceful life of the
country with her husband and two
daughters. She is a huge sports fan, with
her favorite team being the World Series
Champion, Washington Nationals.

Former Community Development Aide from the
Prince George’s County Animal Services Facility,
Donnell Richardson joined our team in August

as our new Administrative Aide. He recently . USDA-NRCS Soil Conservationist,

graduated from the University of Maryland Michael Baker, joined the partnership
Global Campus with a Bachelor’s degree in in October, bringing with him previous
English. Donnell is a bright addition to the

PGSCD family!

NRCS experience from Connecticut,
Kansas, and Nebraska. He's a Kansas
State University graduate in Agronomy
with a minor in Plant Pathology. In his
spare time, he enjoys the outdoors,
cooking, and learning!

- Gail Myers joined PGSCD as our
= new District Ag Engineer in August
_3 &% . after 12-years with MD NRCS as
o i Southern MD Area Engineer and
4-years of DoD service at Andrews
AFB. Gail grew up in Prince
George's County, graduated top of
~ her class from Gwynn Park H.S.,
received her Civil Engineering
" degree from UMD, College Park
and went on to obtain her MD pro-
essional engineering license. She
" is grateful to have this opportunity
L to continue conservation efforts
F along with the PGSCD Ag Team
B and the community.

Joe Bonanno came to PGSCD with over 30
years experience in the engineering consulting
industry in residential, commercial, and
industrial land development projects, sand and
gravel mining/reclamation, stormwater man-
agement, flood plain analysis, class Il fill site
plans, and environmental site cleanup of
petroleum contaminated sites. When he’s not
protecting the soil and water of Prince George's
County, he enjoys bicycling and traveling!
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CONSERVATION FARMERS OF THE YEAR: PAUL & MISSI DULEY
BY STEVE DARCEY

Paul, Missi and their three sons Matthew,
Michael and Zachery are a true American farm
family. Growing up on the farm with his father, Paul
learned the art of production farming at a young age.
Paul assumed the leadership role of the family enter-
prise in 2013 when his father Paul Sr. retired.

Today, the operation includes forty-nine (49)
individual properties with 2000 acres under |
cultivation in Prince George’s and St Mary’s counties. |
In Prince George’s County, the Duley family owns two
farms and lease other farms totaling 1600 acres.

The farms are operated under approved Soil
Conservation and Water Quality Plans approved by
the Prince George’s Soil Conservation District. All
nutrients are applied following approved nutrient R el L D e )
management plans approved by the Maryland Paul & Missi Duley on Duley Farms
Department of Agriculture.

With so many different properties under their control, the challenge is managing the soil and
water resources over a wide variety of soil types and topography. This is accomplished through the
implementation of a variety of best management practices.

Paul is a leader in the use of precision agriculture technology. All of Paul’s equipment is
outfitted with the latest GPS monitoring capabilities for precise nutrient application, planting and
harvesting data.

Much of the land that Paul farms has highly erodible soils and requires intensive conservation
management. To reduce soil erosion, multiple soil health practices are employed. These include no-till
planting, crop residue management, crop rotations and cover crops. Paul goes one step further,
however, by utilizing multi-specie cover crops, summer cover crops and plans to introduce pollinator
habitat plots on the home farm.

Understanding the health of the soils is critical in today’s modern farming. The water quality
benefits through increased organic matter and water infiltration not only improve the “bottom line”
but also help clean up the Chesapeake Bay.

Farm life is about living a legacy. Paul and Missi embrace this vision and were the first young
farmers in Prince George’s County to enter the Next Generation Farm Program. This program is
administered by the Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry Development Corporation
(MARBIDCO) and assists young farmers with funding to purchase a farm. In accepting the assistance,
the farmer agrees to permanently preserve the farm for future generations through a land preserva-
tion program.

Because of their outstanding contributions to agriculture and soil conservation, Paul and Missi
Duley were named

“Prince George's Soil Conservation 2018 Farmers of the Year”.
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POLLINATOR PACKETS
BY KATIE BLILEY

2019 was a great year for seed packet /} Prince George’s Soil o
distribution! Staff provided packets for various ; E e ,
community events, local businesses, and the . Conservation District “:ﬂh Dag™
general public. Our seed packets contain a variety === L ardflower Seed Mix

of seeds for native flowering plants that can be
used in gardens and yards.

Help our native pollinators by planting native wildflowers!

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, animals visit flowers in search of food and
sometimes even mates, shelter and nest-building
materials. Some animals, such as many bees,
intentionally collect pollen, while others, such as
many butterflies and birds, move pollen
incidentally because the pollen sticks on their body
while they are collecting nectar from the flowers. All of these animals are considered pollinators.

Pollinators, such as most bees and some birds, bats, and other insects, play a crucial role in
flowering plant reproduction and in the production of most fruits and vegetables.

Examples of crops that are pollinated include apples, squash, and almonds. Without the assistance
of pollinators, most plants cannot produce fruits and seeds. The fruits and seeds of flowering plants are an
important food source for people and wildlife. Some of the seeds that are not eaten will eventually produce
new plants, helping to maintain the plant population.

For Earth Day events in 2019, we provided seed packets to: Prince George’s County Employees
Childcare Center, Upper Marlboro Community Center (UMCC), The Soul Factory, Prince George's
Community College —Academy of Health Sciences, various workshops through the University of Maryland

Extension, Kettering Middle School, and at our

ENDANGERE ) P OLLINATORS Annual Cooperator Dinner.

Additional seed packets were made
. available to the public at each of our office

£ locations in Upper Marlboro and Largo. The
" packets were also distributed at a Prince

" George's County Community Conversation at
Wise High school and through our SYEP
students at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Clagett Farm.

In total, we distributed over 500 seed
packets!
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PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY FAIR
BY TERRY HAMPTON

The 177th year of the Prince George’s County Fair saw record attendance! The modest
county fair saw approximately 12,547 people over a four-day period. As always, the fair
featured rides for all ages, food vendors, live music, farm animals, and vendor booths inside th
Showplace Arena.

PGSCD displayed a booth inside the arena on all four days and saw a steady stream of
community members. The District informed interested parties about our services and offered
many of our fun freebies! The fair is a great opportunity to inform the community about locally Prince George's
led soil and water conservation programs. Soil Conservation District

The District also sponsored and hosted the Beautiful Baby Contest for the seventh year!
We saw a great turnout this year with 22 participants! We've featured the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
winners from each category.

PGSCD Booth at County Fair

Group 3 Girls —

G 1 Girls — 6-12 Month irls — 13- h
roup 1 Girls onths  Group 2 Girls — 13-24 Months 25-36 Months

Group 1 Boys — 6-12 Months  Group 3 Boys — 25-36 Months
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ENVIROTHON
BY SPENCER EVANS & KIM RUSH LYNCH

Every year, students from Prince George’s County come
together to learn, study and apply their knowledge of environmental
issues during the annual Envirothon, hosted by and held at the
i William Schmidt Center in Brondywme In 2019, Eleonore Roosevelt
% High School placed first out of six hlgh schools in the local competi-
. tion, and fifth in the state competition in May. Laurel High School
came in a close second at the 2019 competition in which 85 high

school youth competed.

In October 2019, 46 students from seven different county
high schools participated in an immersive training experience to
8 prepare for the spring 2020 competition. During this training ses-
sion, students learned from various educators and experts about
soils, aquatics, forestry, wildlife, and a fifth issue topic, which this
year, covers water resource management. Students will return to the
- : ) Schmidt Center this spring for another training before the county
M-NCPPC staff, Chris Garrett—Senior Park Ranger & competition in April. The highest scoring team will move on to the
George Harley—Park Ranger, instruct students on forestry. Mory|and state competition, which will then determine the team that
represents Maryland at the national competition held in Nebraska.
Prince George’s Soil Conservation District has committed funds to expand hours for competition day and purchase
new resources to assist students in learning.
If you are interested in donating to help fund this crucial educational opportunity for Prince George’s County high
school youth, to get hands-on experience in environmental issues, please contact Kim Rush Lynch at karlynch@co.pg.md.us.


mailto:karlynch@co.pg.md.us
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A NEW LOOK FOR THE DISTRICT
BY DONNELL RICHARDSON

In September 2019, the District unveiled a new logo that
better reflects its mission to improve the lives of Prince Georgians
through locally-led soil and water conservation programs. The
logo is the center of a new brand identity that we created to
symbolize our connections to the County and our environment.

In addition, for the past few months, we have been
working diligently fo increase our online presence—this includes
creating new social media profiles, such as Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram, and launching a newly redesigned website
towards the end of 2019. We are very proud of our efforts to
connect with Prince Georgians (and beyond) through these
channels, especially with our new website.

We are also proud of our new blog, The Dirt, which is the source of the District’s latest news,
press releases, and other updates from District staff. The Dirt—a popular title that won the office vote—



